
 

 

 

Information letter for reception centres 

Accommodating animals  

Reception of animals that cannot be taken in by private individuals 

Direct distribution can take place through the NFDO, The Dutch Society for the 
Protection of Animals and shared by other organisations with reception centres that 
comply with the ‘Besluit Houders van Dieren’. 

- It is important the animal is seen by a vet as soon as possible for I&R, risk 
assessment for rabies (dog, cat, and ferret https://www.rivm.nl/rabies) and other 
endemic diseases from abroad. The vet will perform a titre for rabies and may request 
for other tests. Furthermore, dogs and cats will receive compulsory vaccinations, 
required by the reception centres. Dogs need to be vaccinated against Weil’s disease 
(leptospirose) as well. 

- IMPORTANT. In case the animal falls sick or shows unusual behaviour, contact the 
vet straight away. Applications for financial support can be submitted through 
info@hulpvoordierenuitoekraine.nl 

Quarantine regulations abide by the laws and regulations in force, and the animals 
need to be confined at the centre during a designated period, as laid down in article 
3.13 and 3.14 ‘Besluit Houders van Dieren’. 

- Measures regarding other infectious diseases and their prevention, require that the 
animal needs to be quarantined. For questions please contact the vet. 

- Abide by the standard personal hygiene measures, such as washing your hands 
after contact with animals. 

-Offer the companion animal a safe place, such as a shelter. It has probably been 
through quite an ordeal, such as extreme noises and stressful experiences, and may 
react out of the ordinary. 

- Keep this in mind when dealing with the animal. Knowledge concerning behaviour is 
a must. See: https://fearfreeshelters.com 

- Scratching, licking and biting are to be avoided at all times, as long as the rabies 
status is unknown. Playing with these pets by humans or animals needs to be 
avoided. Avoid contact with urine or faeces. 



- When cleaning the animal quarters wear gloves and nose/face masks. 

- Do not use high-pressure sprayers, to prevent the spread of airborne drops with 
possible infectious material. 

- With biting incidents between animals, contact the vet straight away. 

- With biting incidents involving volunteers/employees, contact a GP straight away, 
and point out which type of companion animal had bitten or scratched. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION 

Import rules from Ukraine have been adapted: 

https://www.nvwa.nl/nieuws-en-media/actuele-onderwerpen/invoerregels-
voorhuisdierenvanuit-oekraine-01-03-2022  

Risk assessment rabies: Vets are advised by the NVWA how to act. It is essential the 
pet is checked by a vet for advice whether to perform a titre for rabies (to show 
whether the animal had been vaccinated), to vaccinate against rabies or other 
necessary vaccinations. 

Risk assessment other animal diseases: Refer to a vet. 
https://diergeneeskunde.nl/oekraine/ 

Risk concerning behavioural problems: Refer to a recognised behavioural therapist 
for animals, or the outpatient behaviour clinic at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
or Valerie Jonckheer of the Evidensia animal hospital in Nieuwegein (veterinary 
behavioural specialist).  

https://www.edz-nieuwegein.nl/disciplines/veterinaire-
gedragsgeneeskunde/gevlucht-dier  

https://www.edz-nieuwegein.nl/dis/veterinaire-gedragsgeneeskunde/gevlucht-dier  
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